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give satisfaction, and long discussions took place in Conn- CHAI
cil respecting its expediency. The result was, that I was ^^L.
directed to call on Mr. Palmer for a statement in figures ^,sRlls
of particular parts of the accounts. Sir William Bumbold speech.
was at this time at Calcutta, and on hearing of the demand,
he addressed the Government, protesting against the prin-
ciple of calling upon a mercantile establishment to give
up its accounts, to be discussed, recorded, and transmitted
to England. This was Sir W. Eumbold's opinion; but
Mr. Palmer thought differently. He said, that if a discus-
sion was to be raised, this was the very point on which
he should wish to invite it; and that instead of confining
himself to the limited information which had been called
for, he was desirous of being allowed to transmit through
me a complete and detailed copy of all the accounts.
* I know,' he said, c that serious discussions have taken
place in Calcutta, upon our affairs, but I am so perfectly
satisfied of the justice and integrity of these transactions,
that if they will not stand the test of examination, nothing
will.' These accounts, Sir, were forwarded by me to
Calcutta, and they were subsequently sent back to me,
with directions to return them to Mr. Palmer. It appeared,
however, that before this they had been circulated amongst
the members of the Government, and they had evidently
been examined; for when they came back to me I ob-
served some pencil marks on the backs of them, which
proved that some person had taken the trouble to examine
and compare them. Now, although these accounts were
laid before the Government of Calcutta, and the arrange-
ment approved, yet it has since been asserted that the
rate of interest was not known. This, Sir, is utterly in-
comprehensible ; for the accounts current were accom-
panied by detailed interest accounts; and at the top of